
 

  

1 World Championships Match 2026 

  

 

 
 

 

           WFD Official Tournament Books 

    World Championships Match  

    2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   



 

  

2 World Championships Match 2026 

  

 

Tournament Committee 

Tournament director / Press   Senior Deputy  

Chantal van Sluys    Jouke Algra  

cavansluys@hotmail.com    Jouke@mailbox.org  

+31 (0) 6 2267 5488    +31 (0) 6 1206 9391   

 

WFD board 

WFD – Secretary     Marten Walinga, chairman 

Liuwe H. Westra     Fredrik Bos, treasurer 

Waaksenserwei 2     Jouke Algra, general member 

8823 SX  Lollum     Chantal van Sluys, general member 

IBAN: NL72ABNA 0830 0429 11 

 

Organisation 

The WFD Foundation (World championships in Frisian Draughts) is the organisation behind the World Championships in 

Frisian Draughts and all associated tournaments and events. The WFD Foundation is a member of the Dambûn Frysk Spul, 

which is affiliated with the KNDB, and Frisian draughts is recognised by the FMJD, which has a dedicated section for the 

game. 

 

Website     WFD-team 

http://www.frisiandraughts.com  https://lidraughts.org/team/wfd 

 

 

 

The match at Leeuwarden, Workum and Harlingen      
 

From 28 July to 9 August, the second Frisian Draughts World Championship Match will be held.  

 

The first game will take place in the Fryslân Provincial Government Building, which has housed the 

provincial administration since 1580. This first match will be held in the imposing Council Chamber.  

The match will then continue at the historic Town Hall in Workum, the oldest part of which dates back 

to 1535; four match games will be played there from 30 July to 2 August.  

The final six match games, from 4 to 9 August, will decide the outcome; these games will be played in 

Harlingen Town Hall, built in the Louis XIV style and dating from 1730.  

 

The current world champion is Marten Walinga from Waaksens, who successfully defended his title in 

2024 during the sixteen-player final. His challenger in the match is Taeke Kooistra from Hartwert who 

won the Grandmaster final of the annual Fryslân Open in 2026 after a thrilling final battle.  

The player who is the first to reach 6 points will be the new world champion in Frisian draughts. 

 

The entire match can be followed live on the website www.frisiandraughts.com, complete with live 

commentary. The games can also be followed live on the KNDB’s Toernooibase website and via the 

international draughts platform Lidraughts.org. 

 

But of course, everyone is also welcome to attend at one of the special venues. 

 

During the match, a range of side events will also be organised, both online and in one of the beautiful 

cities we’ll be visiting as part of this match. 

 

For all the visitors, online or real, we say: “Enjoy the games and tournaments”  and to the both players 

we say: “May he best win” 

 

  

mailto:cavansluys@hotmail.com
mailto:Jouke@mailbox.org
http://www.frisiandraughts.com/
https://lidraughts.org/team/wfd
http://www.frisiandraughts.com/
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"Find the weak spot of your opponent, and you have won." — Johan Cruyff 

 

 

Ladies and gentlemen, players and enthusiasts, 

 

Welcome to the 2026 World Championship of Frisian Draughts. This match is not just about the title, 

but also about the knowledge of each other’s game. After all, who can find the weak spot of their 

opponent better than someone who has known them for decades? 

 

Reigning champion Marten Walinga and challenger Taeke Kooistra face each other in an epic battle 

over 11 games, spread across Leeuwarden, Workum, and Harlingen. Officially, there are 37 recorded 

matches between them in the tournament database, but in reality, they have faced each other many more 

times: in club championships, the Frisian Championship, friendly games, and countless other matches 

in our province. Every move, every glance, every hesitation is a reminder of past encounters. They know 

each other’s strengths, but also each other’s vulnerabilities. 

 

Fryslân is the stage for this unique confrontation. From the vibrant streets of Leeuwarden to the historic 

atmosphere of Workum, and finally, the decisive games in the maritime city of Harlingen, where the 

Wadden Sea watches over them. Here, at the gateway to Fryslân, not only will a champion be crowned, 

but the tradition of Frisian Draughts will also be celebrated. 

 

This is more than a game. It is a battle between two Grandmasters, a test of patience, insight, and the art 

of finding the weak spot…or concealing your own. But as Cruyff also said: "Quality without results is 

nothing. Results without quality are nothing." Not only will the winner be etched into the history of 

Frisian Draughts, but the high quality of the games and deep moves will make this match unforgettable. 

 

We thank all volunteers, sponsors, and partners who have made this event possible. Special thanks go to 

the Province of Fryslân and the municipality of Harlingen and Warkums Erfskip for their support and 

dedication. The historic buildings, where representatives of the people usually convene, provide a fitting 

backdrop for the cultural heritage that Frisian Draughts represents. 

 

To Marten and Teake: may your games reflect the depth and beauty that make 

Frisian Draughts so special. Show that true sportsmanship is not just about winning, 

but about how you play. 

 

 

With sporting regards, Jouke Algra  

 

On behalf of the Board of the World Championship of Frisian Draughts   
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Abel Kooistra 

 

Programme of the Match and tournaments, …..      
 

 

1st Game and Opening on Tuesday 28 July (the game of Leeuwarden) 
 

Leeuwarden is the capital of Fryslân. The first World Frisian Draughts Championship was held 
here in 2018. This year, the first of eleven matches will take place here. Each match will be 
named after one of the Frisian Eleven Cities. 
 

Venue:   Provincial House – Council Chamber (Provinciehuis – Statenzaal) 

   Tweebaksmarkt 52, Leeuwarden 

 

Live comments:  Jouke Algra and Hans Jansen 

Referee:  Herbert Tulleken 

 

For visitors:  You must register in advance to visit;  

please do so by 24 July by contacting Chantal van Sluys at  

cavansluys@hotmail.com or on 06 2267 5488. 

 
11.30  Arrival. 
 
12.00  Conference room: 

Draw to decide the colour of the first game. 
Introduction of the players and a press conference by WFD. 

 

12.30  Foto session in he Council Chamber. 
 
13.00  Council Chamber: 

Start of the first game, the first move played by  
Abel Kooistra, provincial councillor. 

 
14.00 – 15.00 Lecture by Dr. Liuwe H. Westra “Frisian draughts as a top-level sport through the centuries”  

 
 
After each game, the players will join the live stream. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

Council Chamber Taeke Kooistra - Marten Walinga 
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.…the Match will continue at the old town hall in 

Workum…. 

 
Workum is one of the eleven Frisian towns with a rich history. The historic 

town hall on the Merk, the oldest parts of which date back to 1535, is one of 

the oldest town halls in the Netherlands and an important landmark of the 

town. 

 

Warkums Erfskip is committed to preserving Workum’s cultural heritage. The 

association manages the museum in the historic Waag and brings the town’s 

history to life through exhibitions and historical activities. Warkums Erfskip is 

hosting four games of the match, which will be performed at the town hall 

from 30 July to 2 August inclusive. 

 

 

 

 2nd Game on Thursday 30 July (the game of Sneek) 

Sneek is the capital of the municipality of Súdwest-Fryslân. This municipality is not only the 

largest in the Netherlands in terms of area, but is also home to the most draughts clubs that 

still practise the Frisian game. In the Súdwesthoeke region, Frisian draughts miraculously 

survived the decline and exodus of the 1960s. Coincidence? Perhaps not: it was in Sneek, of 

all places, that the Dambond Fries Spel was founded in 1932.! 

 

Venue:   Town Hall of Workum, Merk 1 

 

Live comments:  Fedde Kramer and Niek Tolsma 

Referee:  Henk Haanstra 

Online referee: Stefan Schermann 

 

Online tournaments: www.lidraughts.org  

Participants must be a member of the WFD team  

(free membership) 

 

 
13.00  Start of the 2nd game with the first move played by 

Gerrit Twijnstra of Warkums Erfskip 
   
13.30 -14.30  1st Online tournament FRYSK! (for 3 finalists) 

 
15.00 -16.00  1st tournament Classic (for 3 finalists) 

 

  

Gerrit Twijnstra 

Workum Town Hall 

http://www.lidraughts.org/
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Rients van der Wal 

 

 

3th Game on Friday 31 July (the game of IJlst)  

IJlst is one of the four smaller Frisian towns that follow on from Sneek. Yet, as a centre for the timber 

trade and wood processing, it has played a vital role in the game of draughts. Where would we have 

been without the historic De Rat sawmill, where the foundations for hundreds of draughts boards and 

thousands of pieces were literally laid? 
 

Live comments:  Fedde Kramer and Niek Tolsma 

Referee:  Willem Hoekstra 

Online referee: Stefan Schermann 

 
 
13.00  Start of the 3th game  
   

13.30 -14.30  2nd Online tournament FRYSK! (for 3 finalists) 
 
15.00 -16.00  2nd tournament Classic (for 3 finalists) 

 

4th Game on Saturday 1 August (the game of Sloten) 

Sloten is also one of the smaller towns. However, it was the last town in Fryslân to surrender to Dutch 

rule in 1523. It is also one of the few towns that was actively contested by the Spanish. It is thought 

that these Spaniards were the first to bring a draughts board to the north. Could this be the origin of 

the game of draughts in Fryslân? 

 

Live comments: Frederik Bos and Fedde Kramer 

Referee:  Niek Tolsma 

Online referee: Liuwe Westra 
 
 
13.00  Start of the 4th game  

   
13.30 -14.30  3th Online tournament FRYSK! (for 3 finalists) 
 

15.00 -16.00  3th tournament Classic (for 3 finalists) 
 
 

5th Game on Sunday 2 August (the game of Stavoren)  

Stavoren has traditionally been the royal city of Friesland. Mythical figures such as Redbad and 

Aldgils once ruled here. It was here, in 1345, that a large invading force of nobles from Holland and 

Hainaut was repelled. Partly because of ‘Starum’, the Frisians came to be regarded as rough and 

uncivilised. As a result, Frisian draughts was hardly taken seriously in Holland for a long time. 

Fortunately, Dutch draughts players now know better … 
 

Live comments: Alexander Shvartsman and Frederik Bos 

Referee:  Niek Tolsma 

    
 

13.00  Start of the 5th game with the first move played by  
Rients van der Wal, board member of The Dutch Fierljepbond 

   
14.00   Simultaneous draughts on the Merk by Jouke Algra 
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…. and the last six Games of the Match will  be played at 

the town hall in Harlingen.        
 

Harlingen is Friesland’s only seaport town and has a rich maritime history. The 

town is renowned for its historic harbours, characteristic warehouses and listed 

town centre. For centuries, Harlingen has been a key hub for shipping and fishing. 

Today, the town attracts visitors with its nautical atmosphere, historic heritage and 

ferry services to the Wadden Islands.  

Harlingen now also plays a significant role in Frisian draughts, as it is hosting the 

World Championship title match for the third time. 

 

6th Game on Tuesday 4 August (the game of Hindeloopen) 

Hindeloopen is characterised by a language and culture entirely of its own. Even Frisians cannot 
immediately understand genuine Hindelooper. The reason for this is more than 300 years of isolation 
– just as with Afrikaans. It is precisely for this reason that it is interesting to note that the draughts 
terminology in Hylpers is the same as in Frisian. A draughts piece is called a ‘wolve’ here. This provides 
indirect evidence of the antiquity of Frisian draughts. 
 
Venue:   Town Hall of Harlingen, Noorderhaven 86 

 

Live comments: Alexander Shvartsman and Jouke Algra 

Referee:  Piet Sikma 

Online referee: Liuwe Westra 

 
13.00  Start of the 6th game with the first move played by 

Hendrik Sijtsma, alderman of the city of Harlingen 

   
13.30 -14.30  4th Online tournament FRYSK! (for 3 finalists) 
 
15.00 -16.00  4th tournament Classic (for 3 finalists) 

 

7th Game on Wednesday 5 August (the game of Workum) 

Workum is a gem on the shores of the former Zuiderzee. Its rich history is reflected in an artistic and 
enterprising spirit. It is no coincidence that it was an international draughts club from Workum (in 
partnership with Bolsward) that took part in the Frisian Draughts Club Championships for the very first 
time. 
 
Live comments: Alexander Shvartsman and Jan van Dijk 
Referee:  Piet Sikma 
Online referee: Dicky van der Meer 
 
13.00  Start of the 7th game with the first move played by 

Jan van Dijk on behalf of the FMJD 
   

13.30 -14.30  Final Online tournament FRYSK! (12 finalists) 
 
15.00 -16.00  Final tournament Classic (12 finalists) 

 

Hendrik Sijtsma 

Jan van Dijk 

Harlingen Town Hall 
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Ids Hellinga 

Wiebe van Dijk 

 

 

 

8th Game on Thursday 6 August (the game of Bolsward)  

Bolsward shares its entrepreneurial and travel-loving character with other trading and 

Hanseatic towns. It is the only town with a draughts club consisting entirely of young members. 

Members of this club consistently perform well in competitions, and have even taken part in a 

multi-day exchange in Italy. 

 
Live comments: Alexander Shvartsman and Niek Tolsma 
Referee:  Anne de Boer 
 
13.00  Start of the 8th game with the first move played by  

Stephan Rekker, chairman of the Eleven Cities Cycle Race. 
 

 

9th Game on Friday 7 August (the game of Harlingen) 

Harlingen is, of course, the Frisian town with the most distinctive character: seafaring, 

independent, and with its sights set on the rest of the Netherlands and beyond. It was here that 

a combined Dutch Frisian and international draughts championship was held for the first time 

in 2018. In 2024, a full World Championship was held here, and in 2021 the first match for the 

world title in Frisian draughts. We are therefore particularly proud that Harlingen has hosted 

this second World Championship match in Frisian draughts! 

 
Live comments: Alexander Shvartsman and Niek Tolsma 
Referee:  Tsjerk Wijbenga 
Tournament referee: Liuwe Westra 
 
13.00  Start of the 9th game with the first move played by 

  Wiebe van Dijk, politician and famous singer from Harlingen. 
 
14.00 – 16.00 On the Barentswerf: Tournament FRYSK! No entry fee and a nice prize fund. 
 

 

10th Game on Saturday 8 August (the game of Franeker) 

Franeker is the historic university town of Fryslân, and it is here that we also find the earliest 
traces of Frisian draughts. The noble Botnia family, who lived mainly in Franeker, played an 
important role in the development of Frisian draughts. We can see that most of the boards 
come from the vicinity of this university town. And it is no coincidence that Franeker has been 
hosting the Fryslân Open / Grutmastertoernoai for more than fifteen years now! 
 
Live comments: Alexander Shvartsman and Willem Schaap 
Referee:  Piet Sikma 
Tournament referee: Liuwe Westra   
 
13.00  Start of the 10th game with the first move played by  

Ids Hellinga, chairman of the Royal PC Franeker 

 
14.00 – 16.00 On the Barentswerf: Tournament Classic. No entry fee and a nice prize fund. 
 

 

Stephan Rekker 
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11th Game on Sunday 9 August (the game of Dokkum) 

Dokkum is the northernmost town in Fryslân and in the Netherlands. Strangely enough, there is no 
draughts club here (anymore). This is strange, because it was precisely in the north of Fryslân that 
the very strongest clubs were always active. However, it was also here that the rural exodus and 
depopulation hit hardest. Yet a certain indomitable spirit still prevails here. What would happen if 
they were to start playing Frisian draughts again in Dokkum? 
 
Live comments: Alexander Shvartsman and Folkert Groenveld 
Referee:  Hylke Algra 
 
 

10.00  Start of the 11th game with the first move played by  
Durk Talsma, secretary of the SKS 

 
15.30  Awarding ceremony by Hendrik Sijtsma 

 
17.00  A drink and a bite on the Barentswerf for players, sponsors, volunteers and invited guests. 
 

 
 

 

  

Durk Talsma 
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World Title at Stake: Experience and Innovation Clash in the World 

Championships Match of Frisian Draughts       
 

Eleven games will determine who can call themselves the World Champion of Frisian Draughts. The 

defending champion will face one of the greatest names in the history of the game: Taeke Kooistra. It 

promises to be a match in which creativity, preparation, and experience will constantly compete for the 

upper hand. 

 

For the reigning world champion, draughts became part of life at an early age. 

The game was quite literally instilled in him from childhood. Even so, it took a 

long time before he claimed his first major title. It was not until nearly 33 years 

later, in 2000, that he became Frisian Champion. Since then, he has developed 

into a formidable match player. While a single tournament can sometimes be 

unpredictable, long head-to-head matches appear to suit him perfectly. His 

impressive record speaks for itself: he has won all three World Championships 

he has contested. 

 

During the 2021 World Championship match, the titleholder attracted 

considerable attention with several surprising gambit openings. This bold 

approach not only unsettled his opponent but also demonstrated that opening 

theory in Frisian Draughts is far from fully explored. What new ideas he has prepared this time remains 

a closely guarded secret. 

 

On the other side of the board sits an opponent who is not easily surprised. Taeke Kooistra has been 

regarded as one of the leading authorities in Frisian Draughts for decades. With no fewer than 21 Frisian 

Championship titles to his name, his list of achievements is unmatched by almost any other player. His 

greatest strengths are his profound opening knowledge and exceptional calculating ability. From 

seemingly equal positions, he regularly manages to seize the initiative and gradually manoeuvre his 

opponent into a losing position. 

 

Kooistra is well aware that modern opening theory is now developed far into the 

endgame. As a retiree, he has also had ample time to prepare meticulously for this 

World Championship match. The defending champion will therefore have to 

perform at his very best to keep the experienced Frisian challenger at bay. 

 

All the ingredients for a captivating battle for the world title are in place. On one 

side stands the creative titleholder, who has previously shown that innovative 

ideas can make the difference. On the other is the battle-hardened Kooistra, whose 

experience, strategic insight, and flawless calculation have kept him among the 

elite of Frisian Draughts for many years. 

 

After eleven games, it will become clear who will once again—or for the first time 

in many years—be crowned World Champion of Frisian Draughts. 

 
 

 

 

 

Marten Walinga 

Taeke Kooistra 
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Rules of the Match             

Frisian Draughts World Championships Match (4-yearly)  

 
Participants: The reigning World Champion Frisian Draughts and the winner of the last  

held candidates tournament (The last held Grandmaster Final of the FO tournament)  

Reserve players:  The reigning World Champion will be replaced by the next on the list from the  

last full World Championships held. The challenger will be replaced by the next on the list from the candidates  

tournament.  

Tournament system: Match over eleven games in which the color of play is changed after  

each game; Time control: Fischer, 90 minutes + 30 seconds per move;  

First round: The challenger chooses lot for his color for the first game.   

Title: The winner receives the title World Champion Frisian Draughts. 

The winner is the participant with the most points. If the players finish tied a play-off is played, for two players this means a game with half the time 

duration previously awarded and the colors reversed, until a winner is known, the time duration awarded halves after each draw to a minimum of 1 minute 

+ 1 second. 

The total prize fund is 6,600 euros. The winner receives €2,200 + €300 per game won + €150 per game drawn. 

The runner-up receives €1,100 + €300 per game won + €150 per game drawn. 

 

 

 

Digital notation             
 

One of the objectives of the WFD Foundation is to make draughts games and results available to everyone. To achieve this, games of official WFD 

tournaments are recorded digitally and online as much as possible so that they are immediately available. In this way, the players, organization and streamers 

have direct access to the games played. If this is not possible, the organization welcomes writing down the games on paper and will try to offer the possibility 

to enter them later. The WFD foundation supports tournament organizations with digital  

notation.  

The use of digital notation of a game is subject to a number of rules.  

1.  Overruling the official game rules:  The following changes to the official game rules apply:  

1. Article 10 will be changed in:   

Article 10: Capturing is mandatory if the opportunity exists. Every completed capture counts as one move. If a player executes a move incorrectly, a capture 

not or incorrectly, it is recognized by the digitial notation as an invalid move and may not be executed. Players have the duty to execute the move correctly.  

2. Article 27 will be changed in:  

Other irregularities include:  

a. Article 27: A player makes a move with an opponent’s piece.  

b. A player takes too many or two few pieces from the board after a capture.  

c. A capture is not performed or is performed incorrectly.  

d. A player places his piece during a capture or simple move on a square that may not be reached in a  

way that is in accordance with the Official Game Rules.  

Those irregularities are recognized by the digitial notation as invalid moves and may not be executed. Players have the duty to execute the moves 

correctly.  

2. Playing sequence and use of the clock: Performing a compete move is done in the following order:   

1. Playing the move on the board;   

2. Perform the same move on the digital notation;  

3. Press the clock.  

If it appears that the digital notation does not accept the move, the clock may be paused immediately. It can now be figured out why the move was not 

accepted, this may be done in consultation with the opponent. If it appears that an irregular move was made on the board, the move must be returned. The 

clock is then reactivated and the player can continue his play correctly. If the irregularity is not found by either player, the assistance of an arbiter may be 

requested. The clock is restarted by the arbiter after the irregularity has been cleared. 
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Tjerk Wijbenga 

 

Referees              
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arbitrage   
 

During a tournament, competition is under the direction of an arbiter who supervises the games played and that they are played according to the 

regulations in force. When this is not the case, the arbiter can intervene and correct if necessary.  

1. Correction: During a correction, the clock is stopped by the arbiter or by the players themselves.   

2. Dispute: In case of a dispute, the players can appeal to the match organization.  

3. Responsability: The players themselves also supervise the proper conduct of a match and may, in the event of a dispute, seek advice from the arbitrator. 

4. Help: The arbitrator is entitled to call in one or more additional persons.   

5. Prior to the game: The arbiter (as well as the players) shall supervise that all settings of a game are correct as:  

1. The correct color is played;  

2. The time setting and operation of the clock is correct;   

3. The digital notation is correct.  

6. During the game:   

1. Play is taking place according to the Rules of the Game;  

2. Checkers moves are recorded;  

3. Digital notation is synchronized with the actual game played;   

4. A draw agreement is according to the rules.  

7. After the game:  

1. There is a clear agreement between the players regarding the result and it is in accordance with the  

rules;  

2. The result is entered digitally and transmitted to the tournament organization;  

3. The players leave the draughts board in the state after the last played move.  

 

Fair-play              
(Online tournaments)  

  

The WFD Foundation organizes E-Sports on the Lidraughts.org platform. The Fair-play committee includes people from both organizations who do not 

participate in tournaments to which the Fair-play committee is currently applicable. The Fair -Play committee takes responsibility for a fair platform for the 

participants and reserves the right to control all official WFD draughts tournaments.  

Fair-play rules are:   

1. WFD account:  

1. The account may not be used by anyone else.  

2. Do not use anyone else’s account. 

2. Manipulations: Ratings, matches or game results may not be manipulated.  

3. Authenticity: All your moves must be your own.  

4. Cheating: Do not cheat in any way, this includes at least:  

1.Helping others in any form;  

2. The use of draughts software of any kind, bots, plugins or tools that analyze positions during  

the game;  

3. The use of any other tools that show the best move;  

4. The use of written text, such as books, literature or other publications, is not allowed during  

the game;  

5. The use of an extra draughtsboard in any form.  

5. Suspicions: There is no excuse for cheating, and if you suspect someone is cheating, report the player  

to the tournament organizers  

6. WARNING: If we determine that someone is violating the Fair Play Policy, we will notify the tournament organization and the player. Actions that may 

result are:  

1. Suspension from the tournament;   

2. Suspension as a WFD player;  

3. Suspension from the Lidraughts account;  

4. Labeling the account for a Fair Play violation;  

5. Forfeiture of outstanding prize money;  

6. or other measures. 
 

  

Niek Tolsma Piet Sikma Hylke Algra Herbert Tulleken Willem Hoekstra Anne de Boer Henk Haanstra 
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The Veerhuis in Workum, pictured in the centre. 

 

 

Full Circle: 200 Years of Draughts in Workum      
  
It is no coincidence that Workum is hosting a World Championship Match. The town has a rich history 

of draughts dating back more than two centuries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As early as 1824, innkeeper Jurjens Atsma organised a draughts tournament at the Bolswarder Veerhuis, 

with a silver box as the top prize. The fact that the Ferry House was the venue for this tournament says 

a great deal about that era. It was a place where travellers met and where transport by water formed the 

link between the Frisian towns and villages. Draughts naturally found its place there. 

 

Over a century later, in 1926, Workum reappeared in the history of draughts. 

A draughts tournament was organised in the Stationshuis, run by pub owner 

H. de Vries. That, too, is telling. Whereas a hundred years earlier the ferry 

house had been the hub of social life, the station had by then taken over that 

role.  

The infrastructure had changed, but the meeting place continued to fulfil the 

same function: bringing people together around the game of draughts. 

Even more significant was what happened two years later. In 1928, games 

were played once again in the Stationshuis, but this time according to the 

rules of international draughts. This made Workum one of the first places in 

Fryslân to make a definitive switch from the Frisian to the Dutch game.  

This development was not confined to the town. New draughts clubs sprang 

up in the surrounding villages and a strong regional draughts culture 

flourished. Ultimately, this led to the founding of the Zuidwesthoek Bond, an association that still exists 

almost a century later. 

 

Even the smallest villages were part of this development. In It Heidenskip, just outside Workum, the 

draughts club De Eendracht was founded in 1932. The club had seventeen members and was led by 

Gerrit Twijnstra. It is noteworthy that his grandson, Gerrit Wijnstra, will make a ceremonial first move 

on behalf of the Warkums Erfskip. In this way, a single family spans almost a century of draughts history. 

 

The hamlet of De Hel also played its part. From 1906 onwards, Auke 

Flapper and Gryt Boersma organised several draughts tournaments at 

the beer and coffee house De Uitspanning. This shows that draughts 

was not confined to the towns, but was very much alive in the cafés 

and meeting places of the Frisian countryside. Later, De Uitspanning 

was run by Marten van der Wal and his wife Anna. Marten was the 

grandfather of Marten Walinga and fierljepper Rients van der Wal, 

creating yet another link between history and the people of today. 

 

  



 

  

14 World Championships Match 2026 

  

 

 

Workum has, moreover, welcomed grandmasters on previous occasions. In 1995, the historic town hall 

provided the setting for the ninth round of Grandmasters ’95. There, Basirou Ba from Senegal played 

against Alexander Baljakin, and Anatoli Gantvarg played against Alexander Shvartsman. It was 

Gantvarg and Shvartsman in particular who later immersed themselves in Frisian draughts and took part 

in the Fryslân Open on several occasions. This once again forged a special link between the international 

draughts elite and Frisian draughts culture. 

 

Today, Alexander Shvartsman returns to Workum. No longer as a player, but as a commentator. He will 

be providing live commentary on the games in Workum and the final games in Harlingen. 

 

In this way, many threads come together: from the ferry house to the station house, from Frisian to Dutch 

draughts, from small village clubs to the international draughts elite, and from grandparents to 

grandchildren who are once again part of this history today. 

 

Workum is thus not only making draughts history – it is also demonstrating how that history is passed 

down from generation to generation. 

 

 

 

 

 

the old town of Workum the council chamber at the town hall 

Alexander Shvartsman analysing Frisian draughts the secretary’s office as a playroom 
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